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Re memorandum Mr.. DeLoach FA [Son Gated UWEaaa. 
setting forth results of a conversation Mr. DeLoach had with 
Merriman Smith, senior White House correspondent, on 2+28+67. 
fhe Director instructed that Mr. DeLoach's memorandum be 
reviewed by the Domestic Intelligence Division to ascertain — 
42 Mr. Smith obtained any information from New Orleans District 
Attorney Garrison not already reflected in FBE. files. U 
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Ne Garrison alleged David Willian Ferrie member of Be 2 eee 
group ef anti-Castro Cubans who were located in 1961 and 1962. ‘ 
‘Sat Lake Pontchartrain, Louisiana, On 2-23-61 we were sto eB 
a | dentially advised by the Central intelligence Agency (CIA) a 
SS ys Sea CIA was planning to initiate a training operation at A . 
hd Camp Belle Chase,| which was Jocated(a short distance south of = 
éde< aw Orleans.| CIA indicated (this base Jwould be utilized for (S) — a 
‘ training Cuban exiles. We, of coursé, did not investigate Ci 'sQYE 
\\. activities[at Camp Belle Chase, Louisiana.) Nothing in Bureau/s)ONE 
‘files to indicate David | WEARLom Ferrie connected with this OSE 
ry 4 Bee, . ; ry! 
Céraining camp} RQ lak, niet te a Say 
: my We also received information in JuiygTiogeoketaumbes Pog] e 
N of Cuban refugees had been brought from Mian) Mhowlda;; to be 
New Orleang, to attend a training camp in the New Orleans area, 


Our inquiries disclosed thése individuals repertedly were..being 
recruited to work in the lumber camps in Guatemala and that they’ 
became disenchanted and returned to Miami. No indication 
David William Ferrie or Lee Harvey Oswald had any contact ox 
connection with this group. Resulte of our inquiries of this 
group at that time was disseminated to the Warren Commission: “4 
On 13625468 David William Ferrie advised that from approximately 
‘November, 1960, until August, 1961, he was associated with the 
Cuban Revolutionary Front in New Orleans, Louisiana, and was in 
Secontact with Sergio Arcacha Smith, its New Orleans head. Ferrie 
" = Qrenorted | he had not had any Connection with this organization 
yr o~ Bb aye _ other anti«Castro organization since August, 1961.U 
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Menorandun | Branigan to Sullivan 


au Smith, senior woAee Heuae correspondent, | 
eges David William Ferrie dat taba 


@ period 1961-1962, 
Lily informed this Buse 
CIA project directed 
Ci involved the training of 
aie a training operation at 
ted ‘short distance south of New Orléans 
CIA advised that thie camp had been 
se but would b@ reopened by Cia 
CIA further advised it would be 
ime for a period of about 
five weeks. We, of course, did not investigate CIA's activities 
at Camp Belle Chase, Louisiana, oe files contain. no(S) 
information that David William Berrie ted any eonnectaon(ut th 
this CIA Gth operation, 


In July, 1963, we received information fron. several . 
sources that. a numbér of Cuban refugees had come to New Orleans 
from Miami, Florida, through the efforts of Rudolph Davis, 
reportedly to attend a training camp after which they would be | 
sent to a training camp in Gu ila. Soureés reported this 
‘group became disenchanted and returned to Miami shortly after 
their arrival, VU 


We. intexviewed ‘Rudolph Pavis in this matter and he 
: etween the Movimiento 
>, an anti~Castro organization, and 


the New York City ; jartment. 2n 1961 and that he was the 
delegate for this antin astro organization in New Orleans. He 
‘stated he came to New Orleans in August, 1961, and in early 
1963 made friends with persons in the lumber business in 
Guatemala with whom he formed the Guatemalan Lumber and Mineral 
Corporation. Davie said he brought approximately 19 men to — 
New Orleans to train for lubes eutting work in Guatemala. He 
added that when the men learned they were to work in a lumber 
industry and were not reerukted for military operations against 
Cuba, they became disenchanted and returned to Miami. Our 
files contain no information indicating that David Willian 
Ferrie or Lee Harvey Oswald had any contact ox connection with 
Davis or the anti-Castro organization which Davis represented. U 
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